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Reading rar4

Read the text about an amazing stuntman. For questions 1-3 choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

IPPE PETIT|

7 1974 a 24-year-old French

lled Philippe Petit
of the most-amazing

perfsrlmed one

20
stunts the world has seen. He positioned a
s thin cable between the former twin towers of
the World Trade Centre more than 400 metres
above the ground. Then he walked across the
wire from buildiﬁg to building, doing various 25

acrobatic movements on the way.

10 Petit perforr:\sd for around an hour while an
amazed crowd watched from below. When
he finally came down, he was immediately
arrested. The next day, his stunt made headlines 30
and pushed major political stories off the front

15 page. He had so much publicity that in the end
the charges were dropped. His stunt became
known as (the artistic crime of the century’.

Petit first became interested in performing
when he was a child, after somebody gave
him a magic kit. He started by doing magic
shows in salons around Paris. In the late 1960s,
he was also one of the earliest modern-day
street jugglers. He had taught himself to walk
the high wire at the age of 16 and he made
his first illegal wire-walk in 1971, when he
walked between the towers of Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris.

As well as New York and Paris, Petit has

done wire-walks all over the world, including
between the towers of Sydney Harbour Bridge
in Australia. His story has been the subject of
plays and more recently, in 2008, director James
March made a film about his life. The film was
a huge success and received various awards.

1 What is the writer’s main aim in writing the text?
A to talk about the things Philippe Petit has achieved
B to explain how to become a street entertainer
C to give information about some famous buildings
D to warn against the dangers of high-wire-walking

After Petit’s arrest for his World Trade Centre stunt
A a politician told the police to release him.

B the crowd stopped the police from arresting him.
C nobody thought the stunt was against the law.

D the media interest became very important.

3 What would a reader learn about Philippe Petit from the text?
A He tries to avoid the media.
B He rarely plans his stunts.
C He has several performance skills.
D He dislikes very high buildings.
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For a-h complete the second sentence so that it
means the same as the first. Use no more than
three words.
a Humans are more intelligent than animals.
Animals aren’t as humans.
b Dogs are good pets in comparison to cats.

Dogs are cats.

c Cheetahs are faster than any other animal
in the world.
Cheetahs are animals in
the world.

d Chimps and dolphins are both very clever.
Chimps as dolphins.

e Insects aren’t as cute as some animals.
Insects are
animals.

f Fish are easier to look after than other pets.
Fish are the

g Hippos are more dangerous than a lot of
other animals.

Hippos are one of animals.

h Animals and humans are both equally
important.
Animals are

than some

humans.

pets to look after.

Say whether each sentence is true (T) or false (F).
Check your answers in a dictionary.

a An amusing story is very funny.
b A scary story makes you feel frightened.

¢ An amazing film is usually a bit boring.

d A brilliant actor isn’t very good.
e The hero of a story is male and the heroine
is female.

f ‘Graphics’ is another word for the actors’ lines.
g The costumes are what the actors wear.
h The main character in a film is always bad.

i A scene is the ending of a film.
j Special effects can include computer tricks.

Part 2

You are going to get a new pet. Write an email to
your English friend, Alice. In your email you should

tell her what pet you are going to get
say why you chose it

suggest when you could meet
Write 35-45 words.
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